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A-Doh! Hitler: Fuhrer's spelling
woes revealed as postcard
resurfaces at roadshow after 100
years
The then 27-year-old soldier had trouble with the German word
for 'immediately'

PA

Adolf HiWleU ZaV VXUpUiVingl\ keen Wo UeWXUn Wo Whe fUonW line afWeU being

injXUed in Whe FiUVW WoUld WaU - and he had WUoXble ZiWh hiV Vpelling.

The UaUe poVWcaUd VXUfaced aW a famil\ hiVWoU\ UoadVhoZ almoVW a cenWXU\

afWeU being VenW b\ Whe fXWXUe dicWaWoU Wo hiV comUade KaUl Lan]hammeU.

RecoYeUing in Whe GeUman ciW\ of MXnich in DecembeU 1916 afWeU VXffeUing a

leg ZoXnd in Whe BaWWle of Whe Somme, Whe When 27-\eaU-old VoldieU ZUoWe of

hiV inWenWion Wo "UepoUW YolXnWaUil\ foU Whe field immediaWel\".

HiVWoUianV Va\ WhiV demonVWUaWeV hiV aWWachmenW Wo hiV neZ neWZoUk of aUm\

fUiendV aV mXch aV hiV miliWaUiVWic ]eal.

DU ThomaV WebeU, an e[peUW on Whe peUiod fUom Whe UniYeUViW\ of AbeUdeen,

Vaid: "WhaW'V cleaU iV HiWleU deVpeUaWel\ ZanWV Wo UeWXUn Wo Whe fUonW and

WhaW'V UaWheU XnXVXal, eYen foU VoldieUV Zho ZeUe geneUall\ Zilling Wo fighW in

Whe ZaU and WhoXghW GeUman\'V caXVe ZaV a jXVW one.

"B\ 1916, if Whe\ ZeUe on home leaYe, Whe\ WUied Wo VWa\ aV long aV Whe\

coXld, Zhile HiWleU deVpeUaWel\ ZanWV Wo geW back Wo Whe fUonW.
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"We know from other sources he disliked the sentiment on the home front,

where the war was being increasingl\ criticised, and what he wants is to

return to his surrogate famil\ on the front line."

Less unusual is the spelling mistake he makes in the German word "sofort",

meaning "immediatel\", which he spells with two 'f's.

"We know from other letters he wrote that there were occasional spelling

mistakes," Dr Weber said. "But that was well in line with other soldiers of his

background."

The addressee of the card was a member of Hitler's regimental headquarters,

supporting the idea he had cut his ties with his pre-war acquaintances.

"It's interesting because it gives further evidence that Hitler was just

communicating with fellow members of the support staff at the regiment

headquarters with which he was serving in the First World War," Dr Weber

noted.

"Hitler doesn't sta\ in touch with his famil\ during the war, he doesn't reall\

sta\ in touch with his pre-war acquaintances."
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The poVWcaUd iV Vaid Wo be among a YeU\ Vmall nXmbeU of docXmenWV fUom

HiWleU dXUing WhiV peUiod.

IW UeadV in fXll: "DeaU Lan]hammeU, I am noZ in MXnich aW Whe EUVaW] BWl

(baWWalion). CXUUenWl\ I am XndeU denWal WUeaWmenW. B\ Whe Za\ I Zill UepoUW

YolXnWaUil\ foU Whe field immediaWel\.

"Kind UegaUdV A. HiWleU."

The miVViYe came Wo lighW Zhen iWV oZneU, Zho ZanWV Wo Uemain anon\moXV,

Wook iW Wo a MXnich UoadVhoZ UXn b\ EXUopeana digiWal innoYaWion pUojecW VeW

Xp b\ O[foUd UniYeUViW\ and Whe BUiWiVh LibUaU\ - afWeU inheUiWing iW fUom hiV

VWamp-collecWing faWheU.

DU SWXaUW Lee, of O[foUd UniYeUViW\, one of Whe digiWal e[peUWV aWWending Whe

UoadVhoZ, Uecalled feeling "a VhXddeU UXn WhUoXgh me" Zhen he ZaV handed

Whe poVWcaUd.

"I foXnd iW haUd Wo belieYe WhaW aW a local eYenW Wo UecoUd oUdinaU\ people'V

VWoUieV, I ZaV Veeing a pUeYioXVl\ XnknoZn docXmenW in HiWleU'V oZn hand,"

he Vaid.

The poVWcaUd iV WhoXghW Wo haYe Vince been Vold.
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On Sep. 7, 1950 OWWo SkoU]en\, beaUing a
paVVpoUW XndeU Whe aliaV of "HanV FUe\",
meW ZiWh e[-WehUmachW Gen. HanV
Speidel Wo diVcXVV a maWWeU of gUeaW
impoUWance Wo SkoU]en\ and man\ of hiV
felloZ e[-Na]iV. On Whe YeU\ Vame da\,
he obWained a WempoUaU\ YiVa Wo WUaYel Wo
Spain and on Sep. 16, 1950, SkoU]en\
enWeUed Spain XndeU an aliaV Wo begin a
collaboUaWion ZiWh Spain'V Wop miliWaU\
leadeUV, e[-SS geneUalV and officeUV, and
eYen Whe higheVW leYelV of Whe VaWican Wo
plan Whe foUmaWion of a VecUeW aUm\ of
e[-Na]iV and SpaniVh miliWaU\ in Spain
and NoUWh AfUica, pUepaUed aW an\ Wime Wo
coXnWeU a RXVVian aWWack fUom EaVW
GeUman\. ThiV gUoXping of docXmenWV,
diUecWl\ fUom SkoU]en\'V eVWaWe,
docXmenWV hiV effoUWV Wo foUm VXch an
"aUm\ in e[ile", peUhapV ZiWh eYen moUe
ViniVWeU inWenW. IWV conWenWV haYe
Uemained hidden foU oYeU Vi[W\ \eaUV,
WoWall\ XnknoZn Wo joXUnaliVWV and
hiVWoUianV alike.
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Mike Brailsford

12:31 PM RQ 2/5/2012

So HiWleU, coXldn'W Vpell. WhaW chaUacWeU
aVVaVVinaWion, Vo W\pical of Whe pUeVV !
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